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The rule formulated by Vitruviusl for temples was that
for araiostyle temples the columns should be eight lower
diameters in height; for diastyle, eight and one-half lower
diameters; for eustyle and systyle, nine and one-half, and
for pyknostyle ten lower diameters. These proportions
imply a taste for the slender columns prevalent in the
Hellenistic period. The ratio of column height to col-
umn thickness was an obvious ratio, easily manipulated so
as to produce a desired effect. In spite of many examples
of individual variation the prevailing taste progressed from
heavy to lighter forms. Thus, the height of Doric col-
umns, measured in terms of the lower diameter, was in'the
Temple of Apollo at Corinth, 4.32; in Temple C, Seli-
nous, 4.85; in the Parthenon, 5.47; in the Theseion, 5.62;
in the Temple of Zeus at Nemea, 6.598 and in the Temple
of Dionysos at Pergamon, 9.81. Ionic columns similarly
became slenderer. The columns of the Temple of Athena
Nike measure 7.575 lower diameters; those of the Temple
of Athena at Priene, nine lower diameters; those of the
Temple of Apollo near Miletos, ten lower diameters.

lu establishing the normal ratio of the capitals and
bases of columns there was the same tendency from heavy
to lighter forms. The Greeks began by giving too much
projection or too much height to capitals and bases, and
ended by almost effacing them. This is shown most
clearly in tracing the history of the Doric echinus.2 In
early examples, as in Temples C and D, Selinous and in
the two temples at Metapontum,3 the echinus was relatively
low and had an excessive overhang; in the so-called Tem-
ple of Poseidon at Paestum, in the Temple of Apollo at

1 Vitruvius, III, 3, 10.                        2 See the plates in Krell.

8 De Luynes, Pis. 5, 9.